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Topics of Study — French Revolution
Unit 3: France 1781 — dissolution of the Convention Year 111 (1795)

Outline of study, indicating assessment tasks, and examination of the nature
and meaning of revolution. An introduction to the country under study.

Social structure — three Estates, rights and privileges, taxation.
Theory and practice of Divine Right.

Relationship between Church and Monarchy.

France’s economic situation in 1781. Involvement in American War.
Necker’s Compte Rendu. Growing tension, calls for economic reform.

Assembly of Notables, dismissal of the Paris Parlement, call for the Estates
General.

Examination of the key ideas of the Enlightenment and their impact on calls
for reform.

The Philosophes. Key personalities /writers. Writing of the Cahiers,
elections to the Estates General, raised expectations, the issue of the
‘doubling of the third’. “What is the Third Estate?”.

Collapse of the Estates General. The Tennis Court Oath.

What was revolutionary about the formation of the National Assembly, and
why did it prevail over threats from the Crown and aristocracy?

Storming of the Bastille. “Who stormed it and why?”.

The Great Fear. 4 August the surrender of privileges in the National
Assembly.

August Decrees 1789, The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen
1789.



Declining influence of the Monarchy. The October Days, return of King to
Paris.

Influence of various leaders such as Lafayette, Mirabeau, Bailly.
Development of policies and ideas on which to found the new society.

Role of monarchy, work of the National Assembly, reforms to finance, the
economy, justice and the Church.

The Civil Constitution of the Clergy
Peasant and Sans Culottes disillusionment with the revolution 1790 to 1791.

The formation of political clubs, the Cordeliers, the Jacobins Leaders such as
Danton, Desmoulins, Marat.

The King’s flight to Varennes.

Emergence of republican sentiments, The Champs de Mars. The
Constitution of 1791.

The Legislative Assembly. Declaration of war on Austria, increasing tension
in Paris.

Invasion of Tuileries and massacre of the Swiss guard August 1792.
Imprisonment of Louis XVI.

The Convention September 1792, September massacres, progress of the war.
The trial and execution of the King, death of Marat, counter revolution.
Extension of war. The Committee of Public Safety, legislation of the Terror,
influence of individuals such as Robespierre, Danton, Hebert and the sans

culottes.

Dechristianisation. The Great Terror June—July 1794,

Withdrawal of policies of the Terror, return of Girondins to the Convention.
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Events preceding but pertinent to the French Revolution

1785

1786

The Diamond Necklace Affair results in the discrediting of Marie Antoinette

Louis XVI and France face economic ruin

Pre-Revolutionary Phase

1787

1789

February 22: First Assembly of Notables, called by Charles Alexandre de
Calonne against a background of state financial instability and general
resistance by e.g. the aristocracy to the imposition of taxes and fiscal reforms.
May 1: Etienne Charles de Loménie de Brienne replaces de Calonne as
Contoller-General of Finances.

May 25: First Assembly of Notables dissolved.

May 8: Louis XVI issues the Lamoignon Edict which abolishes the power of
parliament to review royal edicts

August: Jacques Necker replaced as Minister for Finance; de Lomenie,
Archbishop of Toulouse made Prime Minister

November: Necker persuades the king to reconvene the Assembly of Notables.

January 24: General unrest occasioned by economic conditions leads to the
Summoning of the Estates-General for the first time since 1614

Estates-General and Constituent Assembly

May 5: Meeting of the Estates-General

June 10: The Third Estate (Tiers Etat) (commons) votes for the common
verification of credentials, in opposition to the First Estate (the clergy) and the
Second Estate (the aristocracy)

June 17: The Third Estate (commons) declares itself as a National Assembly
June 20: Third Estate/National Assembly are locked out of meeting houses by
royal decree; the Third Estate chooses to continue despite decree and decides
upon a declarative vow, known as the "serment au Jeu de Paume" (The Tennis
Court Oath), not to dissolve until the constitution has been established

June 23: Two companies of French guards mutiny in the face of public unrest



June 24: 48 nobles, headed by the Duke of Orleans, side with the Third Estate.
A significant number of the clergy follow their example.

June 27: Louis orders the First and Second estates to join the Third.

June 30: Large crowd storms left bank prison and frees mutinous French
Guards

July 1: Louis recruits more troops, among them many foreign mercenaries
July 9: National Assembly reconstitutes itself as National Constituent
Assembly

July 11: Necker dismissed by Louis; populace sack the monasteries, ransack
aristocrats homes in search of food and weapons

July 12: The Prince de Lambesc appears at the Tuilleries with an armed guard.
July 14: Storming of the Bastille; de 1'Aulnay, (the governor), Foulon (the
Secretary of State) and de Flesselle (the then equivalent of the mayor of Paris),
amongst others, are massacred

July 15: Lafayette appointed Commander of the National Guard

July 16: Necker recalled, troops pulled out of Paris

July 17: The beginning of the Great Fear, the peasantry revolt against
feudalism and a number of urban disturbances and revolts

August 4: Surrender of feudal rights

August 27: Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen approved by
the National Assembly

October 5-6: Outbreak of the Paris mob; Liberal monarchical constitution;
November 2: Church property nationalised and otherwise expropriated
December 12 Assignats are used as legal tender

February 13 Suppression of monastic vows and religious orders

July 14: Constitution accepted by King Louis XVI; the first Fete of Federation
begins, celebrating the fall of the Bastille.

July: Growing power of the clubs (including: Cordeliers, Jacobin Club)

July: Reorganisation of Paris

September: Fall of Necker

January 30: Mirabeau elected President of the Assembly

February 28: Day of Daggers; Lafayette orders the arrest of 400 armed
aristocrats at the Tuileries

March 2: Abolition of trade guilds

April 2: Death of Mirabeau

April 13: Papal bull, Cavitas, condemning the Civil Constitution and the
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen is published

June 14: Le Chapelier law banning trade unions is passed by National
Assembly

June 20-25: Royal family's flight to Varennes

June 25: Louis XVI forced to return to Paris

July 10: Leopold II issues the Padua Circular calling on the royal houses of
Europe to come to his brother-in-law, Louis XVT's aid.



July 15: National Assembly declares the king to be inviolable and he is
reinstated.

July 17: Champ-de-Mars massacre in which the National Guard fire on
protestors against the reinstatement of the king

August 27: Declaration of Pillnitz ( Frederick William II and Leopold II)
September 13-14: Louis X VI accepts the constitution formally
September 30: Dissolution of the National Constituent Assembly

Legislative Assembly

1792

October 1: Legislative Assembly meets
November 9 All emigrés are ordered by the Assembly to return under threat of
death

November 11 Louis vetoes the ruling of the Assembly on emigrés.

January — March : Food riots in Paris

February 7: Alliance of Austria and Prussia

April 20: French declare war against Austria

August 10-13: Storming of the Tuileries Palace. Louis XVI of France is
arrested and taken into custody, along with his family

August 19 Lafayette flees to Austria

August 22 Royalist riots in Brittany, La Vendée and Dauphiné
September 2—7: The September Massacres

The National Convention

1793

September 20: Battle of Valmy

September 20: Final sessions of the Legislative Assembly and first meeting of
the National Convention; unanimous vote for the abolition of the monarchy
September 20: France declared a Republic by the National Convention
October 10: The terms monsieur and madame are banned by decree, to be
replaced with citoyen and citoyenne

December 11: Commencement of the trial of Louis XVI before the
Convention

January 14: The Convention votes almost unanimously in affirmation of
Louis' guilt

January 17: A sentence of death is imposed on the King by the majority of a
single vote

January 21: Execution of Louis XVI

February 1: War declared against Britain, Holland, Spain

February 14: France annexes Monaco

March: Royalist revolt in the Vendée

March 10: Establishment of the Revolutionary Tribunal
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1794

1795

April 6: Power centered in the Committee of Public Safety and the Committee
of General Security

June 2: Arrest of 31 Girondist deputies

June 24: Ratification of the Constitution of 1793 (the Constitution was never
put into effect)

July 12: Royalist revolt in Toulon

July 13: Assassination of Jean-Paul Marat

July 27: Robespierre joins the Committee of Public Safety

August 23: Levy of entire male population, the Levée en masse
September 17: Passing of the Law of Suspects

September 29: Passing of the Law of Maximum Général, a comprehensive
program of wage and price controls

October 9: Lyon retaken by republicans from royalists

October 16: Execution of Marie Antoinette

October 31: Execution of Girondist leaders

November 8: Madame Roland executed

November 10: Abolition of the worship of god: Cult of Reason
December: Retreat of the allies across the Rhine

December 19: English evacuate Toulon

December 23: Battle of Savenay crushes the royalist revolt in La Vendée

January 19: English land in Corsica

February 4: Abolition of slavery in colonies

March 24: Execution of the Hébertists

April 2: Trial of Danton begins

April 6: Execution of the Dantonists

May 7: Beginning of Cult of the Supreme Being

June 8: Festival of the Supreme Being

June 10: Law of 22 Prairial

June 26: Battle of Fleurus (1794) (French victory in Belgium)
July 2-July 13: Battle of the Vosges (French victory on the Rhine)
July 27: Fall of Maximilien Robespierre (9 Thermidor)
December 24: Repeal of maximum

March 5: Peace of Basel (Prussia withdraws from war)
April 1: Bread riots in Paris

June 8: Death of the dauphin ( Louis XVII)

August 22: Constitution of 1795



SHORT ANSWERS

Remember to include 5 main points that include
terminology, dates, events, leaders and outcomes

FRANCE
OLD REGIME

How did conflict between estates help to create a revolutionary situation
in France by 1789?

What counter-revolutionary activity emerged in France after 1789?
What the importance of the Jacobian Club to the Revolution?

Explain the importance of the Sans Culottes to the Revolution between
June and October 1789.

Name two events, which created social and or political tension for the
government of Louis XVI between 1781 and June 1789 and explain the
significance of one of these events.

Using four or five main points explain why ideological conflicts became
a crisis for the absolute monarchy of Louis XVI by 1789.

Outline how disputes over taxation helped create a revolutionary situation
in France in the 1770’s and 1780’s.

Explain how war contributed to a revolutionary situation in France.

Explain how economic tensions added to a revolutionary situation in
France.

Outline how the French nobility played a role in the creation of political
tensions in the lead up to 1789.

Outline how Louis XVI demonstrated that he was unwilling or unable to
implement reform in France up until 1789.

Outline the major tensions and conflicts that existed in the reign of Louis
XVI 1787 to 1789.



FRANCE
CREATING A NEW SOCIETY.

Name two measures taken by the revolutionary regime in France
against opposition to the revolution between 1792 and 1795.

Name three main changes introduced by the revolutionary
governments in France between August 1789 and 1794 and
explain the significance of one of these changes.

Outline the changes of revolution brought to the power structure
in France following the execution of Louis XVI in 1793.

Outline the changes to the social order that the revolution
brought about.

What changes to the political order occurred in France after
17927

Outline the economic order that existed in France around 1793.



How did the Aristocratic Revolt contribute to the Revolution?

-Stopped the king introducing any reforms to repair the poor financial situation
in France.

-Aristocrats in the parlements didn’t register any of the kings suggested
reforms as it took away the privileges of the first and second estate.
-Aristocrats were the strongest opposition the king confronted

-Riots throughout France, particularly where the parlement met.

-The assembly of Notables, the prince of the blood and the church revolted
against the king and this forced the calling of the estates general, which set
the scene for the outbreak of the revolution.

How did Louis XVI contribute to the outbreak of the Revolution?
-Inherited a bankrupt nation from Louis XV.
-He reinstated members of the parlements to become more popular, even
though Louis father had sacked them because they would not bring about
reform.
-Could not pass any needed reform (“aristocratic Revolt” 1787-89")
-Expensive / extravagant lifestyle (Marie Antoinette ect)
-Extremely high peasant taxes on 3" estate- bred resentment
-No budget and no central bank
-Did not have the strength of character to hold the Lit De Justice
-Absolute  -no repetitive body

-no constitution

-no separation of power
-Calling assembly of notables to suggest reform- Aristocratic Revolt
-Necker suggests estates general- sets the scene for the revolution

What were the main causes of the revolution?

-Bad economic situation and huge national debt in France

-Inequitable system of taxation (relied heavily on the 3" Estate)
-Resentment of the powers of the absolute monarchy.

-Aspiration for liberty and republicanism (by the 3™ estate, the ideas of the
enlightenment movement have influenced this point)

-Resentment of manorialism by the peasants who already suffer to feed
themselves and families. Wage earners and to a lesser extent the bourgeoisie
-The rise of the enlightenment ideals

-Food scarcity (before revolution)-the increase in price of bread and other
food sources (due to bad harvest)

-Resentment of religious intolerance (is the church corrupt?)

- The failure of Louis XVI to deal effectively with the phenomena of the
(including caring for all his subjects)



Why did social tensions and ideological conflicts increase in the pre-
revolutionary period?

-There was a bad harvest in the farms 1787-9

-people could not find work because there was less food, the prices of staples
like bread went up.

-People earned on average about 20-30 sous although the price of bread was
about 12 sous.

This led to riot and unrest, women attacking bakers ect. Because bakers kept
on increasing prices.

-ldeological conflict increased in pre-revolutionary period.

-The enlightenment gave ideas to the bourgeoisie and encouraged them to
question why they could not progress in society based on merit of their work.

What Factors Contributed to Frances Pre-Revolutionary Financial
Crisis?

- The financial crisis before the revolution was one of the main reasons for its
beginning. People were hungry, poor, and angry at the wealth of the upper
classes.
-Had Louis XVI been able to “handle” the financial crisis along with the
Parlement, Estates General or Assembly of Notables, the revolution could
have been delayed or even avoided.
Factors That Contributed to the financial Crisis-
- The Bad harvest of 1988-89, which resulted in;
>No food for the people
>No food for trade or economic stimulation ie- people/ country remains poor
because there is nothing to trade with.
-The huge military expenditure on the American War of Independence
-Bad loans from other nations/ backers- impossible repayment and bad
interest.
- The upper class spending taxes and wealth lavishly on personal items (eg
Versailles)
-Inefficient taxation system, making hard to consolidate money and tax/
distribute money evenly and fairly.
-The Nobles and Aristocrats refusing to pay taxes to relieve the financial
depts.



French Revolutions Name:

TERMS TEST

1. Aristocratic revolt

2. Parlements

3. Ancien Regime

4. The Enlightenment

5. The Estates System

6. Tithe

7. Philosophes

8. “What is the Third Estate?”

9. Bourgeoisie




French Revolutions Name:

10.Estates General

11.Compte Rendu

12. Assembly of Notables

13.Gabelle

14.Cahiers

15.Voting by Order

16.National Assembly

17 .Financial Crisis
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Fill in the details of pre-revolutionary society in France

Annotate this diagram with grievances/issues that
contributed to the revolutionary situation in France

See if you can develop a structure for the new society
with the same detail (grievances/influence)

96% of population
i.
ii.
iii.
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NOTE TAKING SHEETS
Use this format as a basis to create your own.

Start with a key question — there are plenty!!! Use the TOPICS OF STUDY if
you get stuck for inspiration. Remember to focus on SIGNIFICANCE and
OUTCOMES.

What was Necker’s Compte Rendu?
Why was involvement in war so damaging to France?
What was the Assembly of Notables?

Glossary Detailed Notes

One sentence summary (you can't waffle on in the exam):

-

SHORT/LONG TERM FACTORS BEHIND REVOLUTION

POLITICAL ECONOMIC SOCIAL
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